Pope Pius XI
to the procession. More than ordinary ceremony, too,
was seen at the arrival in the cortile of San Damaso and
the passage up the Papal staircase to the Sala Clementina.
It was at the door that leads thence to the Consistorial
Hall that the special features of the solemn audience
began to be seen. Their Majesties were met by the
three heads of the Orders of Cardinals, Vannutelli,
bishop, Merry del Val, priest, Bisleti, deacon, and
inside the hall were no less than twenty-six other
cardinals; the brother, sister, and niece of His Holiness
were also present.
His Holiness had preceded to the Consistorial Hall
accompanied by Noble Guards, the anticamera on
service, his private almoner and sacristan and the
Prefect of Ceremonies, a moment before the arrival
of Their Majesties, and had taken his position on the
Throne, other Pontifical dignitaries also taking their
places at the sides of the throne. The thrones prepared
for Their Majesties were on the right hand side of the
hall looking from the Papal throne, the cardinals on
the same side; at the end of the hall Their Majesties*
suites, the Grandees of Spain, the Spanish Court and the
Embassy, On the left the commanding ranks of the
Noble Guard, Swiss Guard, Palatine Guard and Gen-
darmerie; Cardinal Vannutelli on his right, and Cardinal
Merry del Val accompanied the King as he entered,
Cardinal Bisleti, the Queen. The suites were accom-
panied to their places by members of the Papal Court,
while the Major-domo and the Maestro di Camera,
who had been with Their Majesties, took their places
at the Holy Father's side. The King and Queen, con-
ducted to the steps of the throne, kissed His Holiness'